
FCM Endorsed Members minister in a 
variety of pastoral contexts. Among them 
are hospitals and behavioral healthcare 
institutions, pastoral counseling programs, 
clinical pastoral supervision, clinical 
pastoral education residencies, hospice 
organizations, retirement homes, and 
spiritual direction. 

Many FCM endorsed members are also 
certified or seeking certification by 
national certifying bodies, such as The 
Association of Professional Chaplains 
(APC), the Association of Clinical Pastoral 
Education (ACPE), the College of 
Pastoral Supervision and Psychotherapy 
(CPSP), and the American Association 
ofPastoral Counselors (AAPC).

FCM Founded 1968
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The Federation of Christian Ministries responds to
the Divine Call by empowering and nurturing those
inspired for inclusive ministries.

WHO ARE WE
We are a convention of faith communities and 
churches, gathering and inspiring Christians and 
individual ministers. Ministering to God’s people, we 
serve as equals and partners by providing pastoral 
and spiritual care, leading worship services, 
officiating at weddings, baptisms and funerals. We 
offer spiritual direction, lead retreats, offer healing 
and interfaith outreach.

Does your ministry require “ecclesiastical 
endorsement?” Are you searching for a spiritual 
home to support and challenge you in your ministry?
Perhaps FCM’s endorsement program can help.

FCM endorsement is an official declaration by FCM 
that a person is in good standing with us, has a 
relationship of clear accountability with us, and has 
met certain ethical and competency standards to 
serve in a specialized ministry. Endorsement also 
means that our endorsed members represent FCM 
in specialized ministerial settings.

In the field of pastoral care, there are three ministries 
that are generally recognized as specialized 
ministries: clinically-based pastoral counseling, 
institutional chaplaincy, and clinical pastoral 
supervision.

Our endorsement program provides our members 
with clear lines of accountability and access to 
consultation and pastoral support (through our 
Committee on Specialized Ministries), as well as 
opportunities for continuing education (through our 
annual national conference and regional gatherings).

We see endorsement as essentially a mutual 
ministry, whereby our endorsed members maintain 
an active relationship with FCM and his/her local faith 
community. 

FCM endorsement is granted for one year and is 
renewable on a year-by-year basis. It is only open to 
persons who are already commissioned members of 
FCM.

                   FCM ENDORSEMENT

The endorsement process involves both documentation 
and interviewing by FCM’s Committee on Specialized 
Ministries. Steps to FCM endorsement are outlined in the 
FCM Endorsement Polity Manual, available on the FCM 
website.

Recommendations for endorsement are based on a 
thorough review of the candidate’s application materials, 
other documentation, letters of recommendation, 
verifications, and the written report from the local/regional 
interview committee.

For information regarding FCM membership, visit our 
 website: 

www.federationofchristianministries.org

                   FCM MEMBERSHIP

To become a member of FCM, visit our website:
      www.federationofchristianministries.org

For information regarding commissioning, contact 
your regional Vice President. His/her contact 
information is available on the FCM website.

If you have further questions regarding the FCM 
endorsement program please contact:

Co-Chairpersons:
Rev. Jeanne Hale, Committee on Specialized 
Ministries 919.350.7853 or 

Rev. Peter Strening, Committee on Specialized 
Ministries. 970.817.1409

You may also contact the committee by email:
specmin@FCMmail.org
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